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It was a busy week at the grocery store, and the 
M. N. (Mac) Petreas were glad to see Saturday 
afternoon roll around. The usual last-minute 
shopper dropped in to delay closing time, and, 

of course, there was book work to be done, but 
finally they locked the door and headed for home. 


As they passed Klondale Street, Mrs. Petrea 
meted the Ja roe Number Of Colld ren in evidence, 
They were everywhere! Scores of them! Over 
there in a vacant lot a group of boys played base- 
ball. Little girls were out buggy- pushing, giving 
their dollies a bit of fresh air so they would sleep 
better that nig ht.- “Someone ought to-come over 
here and start a Sunday School for all these 
children,'' she remarked to her husband, 


He sagreed, and mentioned tt to his telliow elders. 
Thus it is the Official history of Kirkwood begins 

in the session minutes of Bethpage Presbyterian 
Gourch: “Rebruary 24,/ 1958. ..... [he session 
asked Rev, Turner, Harry Winecoff, T. P. Sims 
and C. M. Petrea to cooperate with Rev. Walter 
Goodman and his committee concerning the pos- 
sibility of organizing a Sunday School in the suburbs 
of Kannapolis," 
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The Bethpage folk were enthusiastic! They came 
in pairs and knocked on our doors. ''Would you 
support a neighborhood Sunday School?" 


Would we! We even offered to help them build it! 


On the basis of this, the Outpost Committee reported 
back to the congregation the first of May. They 
recommended the congregation (1) buy a lot and 

build a building; (2) borrow and spend up to $1,000 
for this purpose; (3) adopt the name ''Kirkwood 
Presbyterian Sunday School.'' The congregation 
went along, unanimously. 


The name, by the way, was Mr.. Turner's idea, 
Rirk” 1s the ocouishn word for ' Church." 
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A lot was purchased from Mr. B. R. Winecoff in 
what was then the center of the community, and 

men from Bethpage worked side by side with us 

to raise the church. On one occasion Mrs: Turner 
rode by and nearly fainted when she saw her husband 
working up on the roof, 


Another time, he climbed a rickety ladder to paint 
the back gable. ''What do you want me to tell your 
wife? '' asked Mr. Petrea from the ground. 
"Don't worry about me," came the answer, ‘I'm 
holding on to Someone higher up." 


Before the building was completed the two side walls 
began to bow, and it was necessary to connect them 
with iron braces, Years later these were boxed-in 
by the Women of the Church, giving the impression 


of rafters, and adding considerably to the appearance 
of the sanctuary. 


Pulpit furniture was given by Bethpage and refinished 
by us. Slat pews were built by Rev. Turner and John 
VanPelt from poplar logs donated by Harry Winecoff. 
hese are Still in use inthe Activity Building. Rev, 
Turner also made a pulpit stand (now used as a por- 
table speaker's stand), and a Communion Table with 
the words on it, ''This do in rememberance of me,!! 


Mac Petrea was fond of teasing him about his 
mecorrect spelling of remembrance. >" Yau are -a 
bemer preacher than a speller,” he would say. 


But he was a good carpenter, and the table is still 
muse, With the “original” spelling. 


Mave yOu ever noticed 1t? 


Legend has it that someone asked Mr. Turner what the y 
would do if the mission failed. He smiled and replied, 
"Well, we can always divide it up into two apartments 
and rent.i1t.) Be that as tttmay, Or may not, the two 
front doors were originally separated, justas they 
wauld be in a duplex apartment. 


An old organ that Bethpage had long since honorably 
retired was dusted - off and reactivated. Someone 
got some paper-backed song books, and the new 
mission was ready for business. 


The first service was held June 5, 1938, at 7:30 p.m. 
Indeed, this was the first service ever held in the 
Community. There had been no prior attempt to 
organize a Sunday School or conduct services in 
some temporary, make-shift shelter. 


Rev. Turner preached from the text, “...arise, 
let us go hence....'' (John 14:31). His topic was, 


"From Couch To Cross.'! The sermon, he recalls, 
'was a challenge to the people of Kirkwood to arise 
by the same power that was available in the fir st 
century, go hence toa battle, the outcome of which 
was already assured; (and) to a larger service which 
should continue to have a part in turning the world 
upside down,"' 


It was also at this first service Rev. Turner made 
his famous request for two one-ar med men to 
take up the collection. 
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Sunday School was organized, and conduc ted each 
Sunda y morning by leaders from the Bethpage 
Church, Among those who took an active part 
were Paul Hudson (Mrs. Turner's br other), 
Mrs. Johnsie McKinley, Mac Petrea, Bill Rodgers, 
Mrs. Hugh Rumple, Miss Irene Rumple, Redge 
Rumple, Mrs, Gillie (Elizabeth) Smith, T. P. 
pims, Mrs, Vivian Rumple Sims, Mrs. Turner 
and Harry Winecoff, 


Mrs. Sims loved to recall how Rev, Turner re- 
cruited her as a teacher. She was about to turn 
him down, but made the mistake of asking him 
what the Golden Text would be the following Sunday. 


"It is Mark 14:8,'"' he replied: "She hath done what 
she could," 


“How could I refuse after that?™ she would askin 
later years, 


Worship services were conducted each Sunday even- 
ing by Rev. Turner. Bethpage people flocked over 
to hear their pastor Sunday after Sunday, filling our 
church auditorium, All because, “He preaches sso 
much better over here, "! 


As cold weather began to threaten, the building was 


finished inside, and a large pot-bellied stove located 
atime center, If you sat near the center,- you roa sted. 
If you sat near a window, you froze, There was no 
Wust right, ™ 


ihe first wedding 1m our:c hurch took place in 1936, 
Following the Christmas program that year, Leo 
Pouncey and Grace Wagner came forward to be 
united by Rev. Turner in Holy Marriage. After the 
ceremony everyone came up to wish them a Merry 
Christmas. 
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By the summer sor 1941), as Mr, Turn er explained 
in a letter to me, ''....there was an acute need for 
additi onal space for Sunday School, whereupon the 
new members, tncluding Henry Pitts, Jim Poole, 
the two Pouncey brothers, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Low- 
dermilk, and others joined in digging the dirt from 
beneath the building and providing the space for 
basement Sunday School'rooms. There was good 
fellowship among us allas we worked at getting 
the dirt from under the building, particularly the 
sandstone which had to be blasted as we removed it." 


The sandstone, by the way, had come as a surprise, 
causing Mr. Petrea to remark that Kirkwood was 
indeed a house built upon solid rock. 


It was at this time the church was moved back from 
the road and raised up off the ground. 


Rev. Turner continues; ‘During the summer months 
while I was there I was working with the youth of the 
Presbytery, and Presbytery provided some help in 
securing a summer student worker, whose major 
responsibility was working with Kirkwood. Among 
these summer workers (were) ''Bo" Preston and 


William P. Anderson. "'! 


Both of these men were ideal for Kirkwood. ''When 
they played, they played::-and when the y preached, 
they preached,'' And they did both well. 


William Warrington (Bo) Preston met his wife while 
he was here. It happened at a young people's party 
given by Mrs. Cline. Only a few showed up, so Bo 
called a girl he had been dating toinvite -her to come, 
She wasn't in, so her roommate, Annie Laurie 
Hammett, answered the phone, and-agreed to come 
in her place. -Bo never dated another cirl again, 

He and his bonnie Annie Laurie were married 
Christmas Eve, 1941. The moral of the story, 
Girls, .is, you'll do better if you sit at home and 


wait, 


The new chapel progressed under the leadership of 
Rev. Turner and his summer helpers. Names of 
members were placed in a special Kirkwood section 
of the Bethpage roll, looking forward to the day we 
would be on our own. 


And speaking of ''on our own," it should be noted 
here that our original membership was made up 
entirely of persons who had become Presbyterians 

as a result of Kirkwood's ministry; some by cer- 
tificate from churches in other denominations, others 
on profession of faith. Thus, all our original leaders 
were new Presbyterians, and many were new 
Christians, We think they did very well! 
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The great day finally came! Sunday evening, 


April 26, 1942, at an eight o'clock service, Kirkwood 
Presbyterian Chapel became Kirkwood Presbyterian 
Church, with sixty-nine charter members. Twenty- 
seven of these are still active in the work of our 
ehurch: Mrs. Carrie Byrd, Harvey Byrd, Mr. and 
Mrs- RR. Ke Gline, Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Jackson; 
Oscar Jarrett, Mrs. Rena Kincaid, Mr. and Mrs. 
Peas Lawing, Mrs..G, Eb. McRorie, Mr. and Mrs, 
Beorrouncey, Mr. and Mrs. W. 1. Pouncey, Mr, 
and Mrs. H. M. Pitts, Mrs. James A. Poole, Mrs. 
Angie Roberts, Mrs. Edna Sigmon (Scarbor ough), 
Mrs. Kelsey Shirley, Mrs. Martha Workman Stricker, 
Maw and Nirs. R. 1. Ltaylor, Robert Mckee Taylor, 
Miss Gussie Tyner and Mrs. H. R. Workman. 


A copy of the bulletin for that historic Lord's Day is 

still in existence, and those who were there will 

enjoy reviewing the order of service; 

* Doxology 

Invocation - Rev. W. B. Heyward 

* Hymn 50; The Church's One F oundation 
Scripture Lesson - Rev. W. H. Goodman 
Prayer = Rev. W. H. Goodman 
Announcements - Rev. Robert Turner 

= OLier tory 

* Offertory Prayer - Rev. Robert Turner 

* Hymn 207; Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us 
Sermon - Rev. George W, Hanna 
Prayer - Rev. George W. Hanna 


* 


Presiding’ Rev, Robert. Purner 
Reception of members by Commission 
Formal Organization of Church 
Qualitications for -Ghur ch -Ofitcers 
- Rev. W. 2. Goodman 
Election of Church Officers 
Ordination and Installation of Officers 
Charge to Officers - Elder M. N, Petrea 
* Hymn 118; Onward Christian Soldiers 
* Benediction 
(* indicates congregation standing) 


Dramatis Personac; 

Rev. W. B. Heyward; Second Church, Kannapolis 
Rev. W. H. Goodman; First Church, Kannapolis 
Rev. George W. Hanna; Harrisburg 
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After everyone else had left, the new elders met ¢o 
organize a session. Their first minute reads: 
"April 26, 1942. Session met after Church Service. 
Rev. Robert Turner, Moderator. Elders present 
William Pouncey, 7. A. Pecte and He iM.) itis: 

' 


prevailed to order book for Minutes of Session and 
Church Register, Session asked Rev. Turner to 
d 


prevailed for all offi 
continue for this ye 
rer, +, vie Pitts, 


Along with the elders, four deacons were elected: 
Hubert Gee, Russell D. Jackson, Leo Pouncey, 
and Robert Lee Taylor. Eight "Books of Church 
Order’ were ordered; “one for the pulpit and one 
for each of the officers, The new church was off to 
a good start! 


Note: As this is written (August, 1964) ''Bob" 
Turner is Moderator of the Synod of North Carolina. 
We at Kirkwood and Bethpage are proud of him. We 
consider: this the second highest position he has ever 
held. 
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The services of William Frye (Bill) Summers, a 
Statesville boy who had just graduated from David- 
son, were secured for the summer months, and 


arrangements were made for him to room with Miss 
Ollie Goodnight at 603 Bethpage Road. Mr. Summers 
is remembered as a good singer, a good mixer and 
a good preacher, He rode his bicycle around the 
community visiting, and made himself at home 
wherever he stopped, He conducted a Bible School 
that summer which began each day with the children 
marching in and singing as loudly as they could: 
We come, we come, like the hosts of old 
To triumph over sin. 
The Bible School, in an army strong, 
The world for Christ to win. 
We'll onward press at the Master's call 
in armor brightvarray ed, 
Our voices sing in a joyous strain, 
The song of the New Crusade. 
Forward, press forward forever, 
Forward! With hearts undismayed, 
Forward! The world for Jesus, 
The song of the New Crus ade, 
{see #50; Premier Hymns) 


Our "first pastor'’ entered seminary that fall, however, 
and we bid him a fond farewell. At the present time 
he-is pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Tyler, 
Texas. 


Fortunately, for us, Rev. Howard McEwen Wilson, 
pastor of Bayless Memorial Church, Concord, was 
kind enough to come and serve as stated supply. 
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rom the very beginning of our church the women have 
played an important part in its work, Meeting at the 
home of Mrs. R. K. Cline, January, 1943, they organ- 
ized the Kirkwood Auxiliary, with the following 
officers: 


President - Mrs. H. R. Workman 
Vice President - Mrs. H. M. Pitts 


pecretary = Mrs; G.-.-McR orie 
Treasurer - Mrs, R. D. Jackson 
Historian - Mrs. James A. Poole 


I have no desire to date these ladies, or to reveal 
their ages. But Ido feel constrained to add that 
today, twenty-one years later, they are all still active 
in our Women's Work. 


No mere words written here can convey any sense 

of the tremendous contribution the ladies of Kirk- 
wood have made to the worship and work of our 
church, Faithful in attendance, in prayer, in-service 
and in sacrifice, they have given their all in support 
of its ministry. One Day the Books will be opened, 
their deeds will be known, and they shall receive 
their reward, 
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Rev. Wilson served ‘our churchuntil April), 1943; 
when he was succeeded by Rev. D. O. (Donald 
Overton) McInnis, pastor at Bethpage. 


Rev. McInnis impressed upon us the value of a full- 
time pastor, and urged the erection of a manse. 
Lots were purchased, and a manse fund was begun 
with a donation from Rev. Turner. 


Mr. McInnis remained with us until July 31, 1945, 
when he left to become pastor of the church at 
Ganton; North Garolina, 


He was, andis, ''a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth... 
throughly furnished unto all good works."' One of our 
elders recalls his concern that we be well-grounded, 
and his classes in the ''Book of Church Order" and 
the "Catechisms,."' He is now pastor of the Plaza 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. 
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"Z ealous for the Word, uncompromising with sin, 

his life an open book, straight-forward, concerned 
that people be born into the Kingdom, and once 

there be well-informed, '' these are the words the 
memory of our next pastor brought to the lips of one 
man. Another called him; "A prophet stepped out 

of the Old Lestament, | 


Rev. Frank Arthur Barnes "came to Kirkwood in 
July of 1945, and quickly won the esteem of our 
members and of the entire community.'' We rented 
the house at 808 Klondale for Rev. and Mrs. Barnes 
and looked forward to their ministry among us. 


Sadly, it was to last but six months. Sunday, Janu- 
ary 13, 1946, while preparing for the morning 
worship service, Rev. Barnes was stricken with 

a heart attack and taken to meet the Lord he had 
served so faithfully and so well for more than forty 
years. 


That afternoon the session met at the home of Elder 
James A. Poole to frame a resolution of sympathy 
to his widow: ''.....God in His infinite wisdom has 
called home Rev. F. A, Barnes, our pastor, and 
we shall miss him greatly. But we are thankful for 


the few short months of his ministry among us....'"' 


At the funeral, Dr. C. M. Richards began his tri- 
bute: "Know ye not that there is a prince and a great 
man fallen this day in Israel?" (II Samuel 3:38). 


Mrs. Barnes gave the bulk of her husband's library 
to our church. A few years ago some of his valuable 
books and documents were transferred to the Histori- 
cal Archives of the Synod of North Carolina, in 
Raleigh. 


In 1946 another Circle was formed, and adopted for 
its name ''The Pattie King Circle, ' in honor of Mas: 
F. A. (Pattie King) Barnes. Though she moved to 
Davidson to be with her people, Mrs. Barnes con- 
tinued interest in Kirkwood, and remained a mem- 
ber until her death in 1955. 
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For eight months our church was without a regular 
pastor. During this time the congregation, on its 
own, began midweek prayer services, and began to 
make more definite plans for a manse. 


Finally, September 1, 1946, Rev. James William 
McGinnis accepted a call and began his ministry. 
The following year arrangements were made for 
him to serve Royal Oaks as well as Kirkwood. 


A single man, he boarded with the Jacksons, who 
still refer to him as their first son. Passing through 
Kannapolis recently he stopped by for a visit, and 
shocked Dewey by saying, "I'm your older brother," 


While Mr. McGinnis was here the Activity Building 
was put up to provide a place for the Boy Scouts 

to meet. Mr. Gee furnished the lumber, and the 
pastor manned the wheel-barrow. Mrs. Barnes 
donated her piano { it is now in the basement of 
the church), 


A likeable person with a quick wit, Rev. McGinnis 
quickly won the hearts of the congregation. And 
not only of the congregation. The first week he 
was here he attended the Synod of North Carolina, 
meeting at-Queen'’s College, Charlotte, The:meer— 
ing lasted but two days. Being a conscientious 
presbyter, he listened to-all the financial reports, 
commission reports, committee reports, minority 


Heports, motions, Substitute motions, substitute for 
the substitute motions, debates and points of order. 
Still he found time to get acquainted with Miss 
Margaret Faye Maness, organist and Director of 
Religious Education in one of the Charlotte churches. 
iney were married April 2, 1946. 


Berore that however, in September, 1947, he leit us 
to help organize the Guilford Park Church in Greens- 
bowo, ‘Like so many of our former pastors, Rev. 
McGinnis has maintained close and friendly ties with 
our people down through the years. At the present 
sume he is pastor of the church, at Cary, 
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Fortunately we were able to secure the services of 
Dr. John Eldred Flow as stated supply. 


Dr. Flow is remembered as one of the best preachers 
ever to work this neck of the woods, He hada 
prodigious memory, never used a note, andcould 
quote Scripture from Genesis to The Revelation. 

He was seventy-four the year he was here, and 
complained because we didn't give him enough work 
EOrdo. - He felt he should bé in the pulpit every day! 
It was his practice, so long as his health permitted, 
to walk daily to Cabarrus Memorial Hospital from 
his home on South Ridge Avenue, and visit the 
patients there, 


It was during Dr. Flow's minisiry we built the manse, 
"a beautiful brick-veneered house, which was furnish- 
ed throughout with venetian blinds, and inlaid linoleum 
in kitchen and bathroom.'' Bath and heating facilities 
were installed without charge by Mr. Jackson, 
December, 1948, just in time for the new pastor and 
his family. 
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Rev. Al S. (Allie Swofford) Burdette was not only 
the first pastor to live in the manse, he was also 
our first pastor, Technically, all his predeces-— 
sors were stated-supplies. He began his ministry 
January 9, 1949, preaching from Acts 10:29b, 
"I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for 
ee 


He was "full of evangelical zeal, and would, had 

it been possible, have literally carried everyone 
lie met to-the feet of Christ, by ferces1i mecescary, 
or by any other means at his command," 


His concern to tell the world of Christ and the Kirk- 
wood Church is indicated by his debut in the session 
minutes {three weeks before he was officially 
installed as pastor}: ''Motion made and seconded 

to grant Rev. Burdette permission to secure a bell 
for the church from the Southern Railway Company." 
The bell finally came a year later, and, along with 
anew pulpit, was dedicated at the morning worship 
service, February 19, 1950. 


Shortly after the new pastor arrived the need for 
more officers was felt, The congregation, April 24, 
1949, elected Paul Smith and John Duncan as elders, 
and Paul D. Gurley and Carl Lowdermilk as deacons. 


September 4, 1950, Rev. Burdette left us to take up 
the pastorate of the Altavista and Montvale churches 
in Virginia. As this is written he is finishing his 
active ministry and preparing to retire. He is sixty- 
Lives yeats Or ale. 


For eight months the church was without a pastor, 
though very capably supplied by Dr. Charles Malone 
Richards, professor of Bible at Davidson College. 
While he was here, at a congregational meeting, 
March 18, 1951, R. D. Jackson was elected to the 
office of elder, and W. T. Isenhour and Oscar Jarrett 


to the office of deacon, 
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June is the month for weddings, and also for new 
preachers. Accordingly, the pastorate of James 
EF, Hubbard, a fresh graduate of Union Seminary, 
becan the: third of June, 19>). One sentence in 
the Auxiliary Report speaks volumes: ''He and 
his wife moved into the manse and became one of 
Us. rater on the report adds, ‘The Hubbards 
have an addition to their family now. A little girl 
named Mary Ann Hubbard," 


Kirkwood was Mr. Hubbard's first pastorate, and, 
so far as churches are concerned, his first love. 
Here he was ordained, and here his first child was 
born. Io this day he never fails to ask after Kirk- 
wood and its people. Needless to say, the warm 
feeling of regard and affection is reciprocated, 


His ministry to Kirkwood was well-rounded and 
thorough, He is best remembered for his emphasis 
on stewardship and for his work with our children 
and young people. 

And this is as good a place as any to take time out 
for a tribute to our dedicated children and young 
people. Our Church History began with an effort 

to serve them, but it continues in part because of 
all their efforts to serve their church. -Itis custo- 
mary tO-say they are the church of the future. And 
so they are. Any future chapters of this history 
must be written by them and about them. . But they 
are also an important part of the church of the pre- 
sent; and thank God for their interest, their faithful- 
ness, and every contribution the y make to the worship 
and work of Kirkwood. 


Rev. Hubbard accepted a call to the church at Parsons, 
West Virginia, and preached his farewell sermon 
March 15, 1953, The Auxiliary Historian added, "We 
do hope the Hubbards will like their new field as much 
as we liked them here at Kirkwood," 


He is now a professor at St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
College at Laurinburg, North Carolina. 
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During the interim, Rev» opencer Baker. a retired 
minister living in Kannapolis, and former pastor of 
the Second Church here, served as our supply pastor. 
Rev. and Mrs, Baker are remarkable people, and an 
inspiration to ali who know and love them. As Il 
write,he is well into his eighties, and still preaches 
an average of twice a Sunday! 


His was avery fruitful ministry among us. While 

he was here we finished paying for the manse, burning 
the mortgage after the morning service, Sunday, 
October 3, 1954. 


By now all those children Mrs. Petrea had noticed 
were beginning to grow up. Martha Workman, the 
youngest charter member of our church, had married 
A. D, Stricker , November 10, 1950. Helen Kincaid 
and Kenneth Suther of China Grove had been married 
insthe church July 15, 1951. Joyce Lowdermiik and 
H. R. Sweatte became husband and wife December 3, 
1955, The following year, April 8, 1956, was cele- 
brated the marriage of Avis Claudette Shirley to 
Robert Mattfield of Grand Rapids, Minnesota, 


The middle of March, 1955, Rev. and Mrs. Baker 
sailed from New York for the Holy Land, This was 
the realization of their life-long dream, and ''we 
were all thrilled and excited for them, and wished 


we could go along." They returned the first of June 

with hundreds of excellent color slides they had taken 
in order to share their trip with us, and with scores 
of other churches in the area. 


quly; 1955, the pulpit co e contacted Luther 
French Cowan and invited him to come and candi- 
date. Meeting pone, ll, the congregation voted 
unanimously to extend a call to Rev. Gowan. He 
gcecepted, and came to the field the first of October. 
Thus began the longest pastorate in the history of 
our church, 


It is impossible in a short space to assess the con- 
tribution of this capable and dedicated man. A 

good organizer, a faithful pastor, an excellent teacher 
encspreacher, one member says of him, “He gave 
everybody something to do, and kept everythin 
running in apple-pie order." 


An important contribution to the spiritual life and 
growth of our people was his mimeographed questions 
on Bible passages. These he handed out Sunday morn- 
ing and discussed Wednesday evening. He had the 
entire congregation searching the Scriptures! 


several events of interest occurred during his 
ministry. The church pews now in use were pur- 
chased from Trinity Methodist Church for thirty 
dollars each, and moved by Hoyt Wilhite. They 

were used for the first time Sunday morning, January 
i, 1956, 


April 6, 1956, at a jointsupper program of the men 
and the women, our men's group, which had organ- 
ized January 11, 1953, was formally chartered. 

Legend has it the women were invited to provide the 


supper. 


The men of the church joined in to finish the upstairs 
of the manse the summer of 1956, with only one 
casualty. A. D. Stricker stuck his foot through the 
first-floor ceiling. 


It was during Mr. Cowan's ministry that our church, 
for the first time in its history, was honored by having 
an elder chosen to represent Presbytery at General 
Assembly. The year was 1958, and the elder was 

H. M. Pitts. The following year we were so. honored 
again when our pastor was chosen, 


This was the year (1959) we considered the suggestion 
of Presbytery's Church Extension Committee that we 
relocate in the Shady Brook area, and voted against 

it (June 14), 


At the morning worship service, November 8, 1959, 
three additional officers were ordained and installed: 
Pat'G. Growe, elder; )J. B. Seagraves and AS Pe 
Stricker, deacons, 


As 1959 drew to a close, Rev. Cowan requested we 
dissolve the pastoral relationship that he might 
accept a call to the church at Paris, Missouri. As 
this is written he is beginning a pastorate at the 
Oakview and Stony Creek Churches in Orange 
Presbytery. 


The bulletin for December 20, 1959, contains his 
fairwell; ''The pastor wishes to express sincere 
appreciation and thanks for your prayers, faithfulness 
in attendance at church services on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday nights, words of encouragement, 
sharing in the church's responsibility, cooperation 

in promoting the Kingdom of Christ, interest in 

more effective and useful tools for more worth- 

while Bible study, opportunity of serving the Lord 


as your pastor for these four years and three months, 
which I trust has done much to make me a better 
preacher and servant of the Master for His honor 
and glory." 


80), 


During the year 1960 we were supplied by professors 
and students from Davidson College. 


November 1, 1960, the present pastor came to the 
einuric hi, 


June 22, 1961, Mr. James A. Poole, a member of 
the session since our church was organized, was 
taken to be with His Lord. Founder, and for oy, 
years Leader, of our Boy Scout Troop, Siuperinien- 
dent of the Sunday School, Teacher, Mr. Poole was 
active in every phase of our church's work. A 
Consecrated Christian, An Earnest Student of the 
Word, A Zealous Winner of Sete 


One day, should Jesus tarry, 
need to bring this history uw 

to write a better one. Itis be 
perhaps for me, that I carry 


Or, Hapa Vs 
t for him, and 


nO 
QO. 
e 


this one no further, 


You have just read a History of Kirkwood Presbyterian 
Church, 


And yet you have not! 


For history is more than a mere recital of dates, 
and events, And things. History is living, and 
personal, And Green History is the faithful pro- 
clamation of the Word, the witness of the life, the 
hours spent in prayer. It is above all, the work of 
the Holy Spirit in human heart and life, And this 
cannot be recorded on mere paper, 


One can only hope that those who read will remember. 
And, as they remember, relive. 


{Printed through the courtesy of Bethany Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, ) 
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